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Overview:  

The story began with a seventeen-year-old girl, Hazel Grace Lancaster, who had 

terminal thyroid cancer and needed to use a portable oxygen tank in her daily life. 

Because of her cancer, her mother forced her to attend a cancer support group. At one 

of the support group meetings, she met a teenage boy named Augustus Waters who lost 

his leg due to osteosarcoma. At the end of the meeting, Augustus approached Hazel and 

they began to talk and shared their cancer experiences. Augustus invited Hazel to his 

home for a movie, afterwards, they agreed to read each other’s favourite novels. 

Augustus recommended The Price of Dawn while Hazel recommended An Imperial 

Affliction.  

 

An Imperial Affliction was written by Peter Van Houten. Hazel loved this novel because 

she had the same cancer experiences as the girl in the novel. Both of them were 

maddening with the story ending, and the author of the novel hadn't been heard after 

the publication of the book. They conjectured that he (the author) was in Amsterdam. 

A week later, Augustus told Hazel that he started an email correspondence with Peter 

(the author of An Imperial Affliction) by tracing his personal assistant. They drafted a 

series of questions regarding the ending of the novel and sent it to Peter. Surprisingly, 

Peter replied by inviting them to go to Amsterdam and he would explain in person. On 

a picnic day, Augustus invited Hazel to Amsterdam to meet Peter. Hazel felt hesitant 

because of her cancer, and she didn’t want to hurt Augustus when she died. After the 

picnic, Hazel suffered from a serious illness in her lungs and was sent to Intensive Care 

Unit (ICU). At that time, she realized that she really wanted to go to Amsterdam with 

Augustus.  

 

Eventually, Hazel and Augustus arrived in Amsterdam and met Van Houten. Sadly, 

they realized that he was a mean-spirited drunk and couldn't answer any questions from 

them, so they left with disappointment. With the assistance of Lidewij (the assistant of 

Van Houten), they went to Anne Frank House. They affirmed their love with each other, 

and Augustus confessed that his cancer had returned and spread everywhere after the 

intimacy. His health worsened and he prepared himself a pre-funeral. Hazel gave a 

eulogy and declared how much she loved him. Augustus died a few days after and 

surprisingly, Hazel found Van Houten in his funeral.  

 

A few days after the funeral, Isaac (the mutual friend of Hazel and Augustus) notified 

Hazel that Augustus had written a sequel to An Imperial Affliction for her. Meanwhile, 

she understood that it was not a sequel but an obituary for Hazel. It stated that “getting 
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hurt in this world is unavoidable, however, we do get to choose whom we allow to hurt 

us, and that he is happy with his choice, and hopes she likes hers too.” 

 

A Pre-reading 

Discuss the following questions with your classmates. 

 

1. Imagine you are the one who has cancer, will you affirm love to your loved one 

and why? 

2. If you know you are going to die soon, will you prepare a pre-funeral with your 

beloved ones and why? 

 

B Figurative Speech  

Figurative speech is a literary device used in writing. In this workshop, we are going to 

introduce five types of figurative speech that are commonly-used in literature.  

 

Figurative 

speech 

Meaning Example 

Allusion Allusion is a kind of writing that 

refers to an indirect historical, cultural 

or literary reference. 

“Don’t act like a Romeo in 

front of her.” 

Hyperbole Hyperbole is a kind of writing that 

involves exaggeration. 

Mary is as light as a 

monkey! 

Metaphor Metaphor is used to make a hidden 

comparison between two unrelated 

objects which have some common 

characteristics.  

Laughter is the best 

medicine. 

Personification Personification is used to describe a 

non-human object and pretends they 

have the ability like human beings.  

The tree danced in the 

gentle breeze. 

Simile A simile is a direct comparison 

between two different objects with 

the assistance of the word “like” or 

“as”. 

He is as cunning as a fox. 

(Some examples are extracted from literactdevices.net) 
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B1. The following are some figurative expressions mentioned in “The Fault in Our 

Stars”. Identify the type of figurative speech that is used in the following extracts. 

 

 Extract Figurative 

language 

1. "I remember once early on when I couldn't get my breath and 

it felt like my chest was on fire, flames licking the inside of my 

ribs fighting for a way to burn out of my body, my parents took 

me to the ER." (Page 262) 

 

2. "His brain is Swiss Cheese." (Page 195)  

3. "So while I waited for them to turn around and find us, I recited 

the only poem I could bring to mind, 'The Red Wheelbarrow' 

by William Carlos Williams." (Page 246) 

 

4. "My hair looked like a bird's nest; my shuffling gait like a 

dementia patient's" (Page.108) 

 

 

B2. Sentence Making 

Make 3 sentences by using different figurative expressions and put the figurative 

speech in brackets. 

 

E.g. Without the guidance of the parents, the siblings are fighting like cats and 

dogs. (Simile) 

 

1. _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
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C. Reading & Writing 

Below is Hazel’s eulogy to Augustus.  

 

"My name is Hazel. Augustus Waters was the great star-crossed love of my life. Ours 

was an epic love story, and I won't be able to get more than a sentence into it without 

disappearing into a puddle of tears. Gus knew. Gus knows. I will not tell you our love 

story, because like all real love stories, it will die with us. As it should. I'd hoped that 

he'd be eulogizing me, because there is no one I'd rather have. I can't talk about our 

love story, so I will talk about math. I am not a mathematician, but I know this. There 

is an infinite between 0 and 1. There's .1 and .12 and .112 and an infinite collection 

of others. Of course there is a bigger infinite set of numbers between 0 and 2, or 

between 0 and a million. Some infinities are bigger than other infinities. A writer we 

used to like taught us that. There are days, many days of them, when I resent the size 

of my unbounded set. I want more numbers than I'm likely to get, and God, I want 

more numbers for Augustus Waters than he got. But, Gus, my love, I cannot tell you 

how thankful I am for our little infinity. I wouldn't trade it for the world. You have 

me a forever within the numbered days, and I'm grateful." (Pages 259 and 260) 

 

Write a eulogy to your beloved, what would you want to say? 
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D. Discussion time 

Discuss the following questions with your friends and be ready to present the details in 

your class. 

1. What would you do if you had cancer? 

2. If your boyfriend/ girlfriend had cancer, what would you do? 

3. If your friends fall in love with a person who has terminal illness, what advice 

would you give him/her? 


