
QESS list of movie DVDs/books 

 

A Dog’s Purpose 

  

 

Synopsis: A devoted dog discovers the meaning of its own existence through the lives 

of the humans it teaches to laugh and love. Reincarnated as multiple canines over the 

course of five decades, the lovable pooch develops an unbreakable bond with a kindred 

spirit named Ethan. As the boy grows older and comes to a crossroad, the dog once 

again comes back into his life to remind him of his true self. 

 

Genre: Comedy-drama adventure film 

 

Year: 2017 

 

Director: Lasse Hallstromand 

 

Main characters: Josh Gad, Dennis Quaid, and Britt Robertson 

 

 

About Time 

 
 

Synopsis: A film about a young man with the ability to time travel who tries to change 

his past in hopes of improving his future. When Tim Lake is 21, his father tells him a 

secret: The men in their family can travel through time. Although he can't change 
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history, Tim resolves to improve his life by getting a girlfriend. He meets Mary, falls in 

love and finally wins her heart via time-travel and a little cunning. However, as his 

unusual life progresses, Tim finds that his special ability can't shield him and those he 

loves from the problems of ordinary life. 

 

Genre: Romantic comedy-drama film  

 

Year: 2013 

 

Director: Richard Curtis 

 

Main characters: Domhnall Gleeson, Rachel McAdams, and Bill Nighy 

 

 

Bruce Almighty 

 
Synopsis: Bruce Nolan's career in TV has been stalled for a while, and when he's passed 

over for a coveted anchorman position, he loses it, complaining that God is treating him 

poorly. Soon after, God actually contacts Bruce and offers him all of his powers if he 

thinks he can do a better job. Bruce accepts and goes on a spree, using his new-found 

abilities for selfish, personal use until he realizes that the prayers of the world are going 

unanswered. 

 

Genre: Fantasy comedy film  

 

Year: 2003 

 

Director: Tom Shadyac 

 

Main characters: Jim Carrey and Morgan Freeman 
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Crazy Rich Asians 

 
 

Synopsis: Rachel Chu is happy to accompany her longtime boyfriend, Nick, to his best 

friend's wedding in Singapore. She's also surprised to learn that Nick's family is 

extremely wealthy and he's considered one of the country's most eligible bachelors. 

Thrust into the spotlight, Rachel must now contend with jealous socialites, quirky 

relatives and something far, far worse -- Nick's disapproving mother. 

 

Genre: Romantic comedy film 

 

Year: 2018 

 

Director: Jon M Chu 

 

Main characters: Constance Wu, Henry Golding, Gemma Chan, and Michelle Yeoh 

 

 

Dead Poets Society 

 
 

Synopsis: A new English teacher, John Keating, is introduced to an all-boys preparatory 

school that is known for its ancient traditions and high standards. He uses unorthodox 

methods to reach out to his students, who face enormous pressures from their parents 
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and the school. With Keating's help, students Neil Perry, Todd Anderson and others 

learn to break out of their shells, pursue their dreams and seize the day. 

 

Genre: Drama film 

 

Year: 1989 

 

Director: Peter Weir 

 

Main characters: Robin Williams, Robert Sean Leonard, and Ethan Hawke 

 

 

Forrest Gump 

 
 

Synopsis: The story depicts several decades in the life of Forrest Gump, a slow-witted 

but kind-hearted man from Alabama who witnesses and, unwittingly, influences several 

defining historical events in the 20th century in the United States. Thanks to his 

supportive mother, he leads anything but a restricted life. Whether dominating on the 

gridiron as a college football star, fighting in Vietnam or captaining a shrimp boat, 

Forrest inspires people with his childlike optimism. But one person Forrest cares about 

most may be the most difficult to save -- his childhood love, the sweet but troubled 

Jenny. 

 

Genre: Comedy-drama film 

 

Year: 1994 

 

Director: Robert Zemeckis 

 

Main characters: Tom Hanks, Robin Wright, Gary Sinise, and Sally Field 
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Life of Pi 

 
 

Synopsis: After deciding to sell their zoo in India and move to Canada, Santosh and Gita 

Patel board a freighter with their sons and a few remaining animals. Tragedy strikes 

when a terrible storm sinks the ship, leaving their teenage son, Pi, as the only human 

survivor. However, Pi is not alone; a fearsome Bengal tiger has also found refuge 

aboard the lifeboat. As days turn into weeks and weeks drag into months, Pi and the 

tiger must learn to trust each other if both are to survive. 

 

Genre: Survival drama film  

 

Year: 2012 

 

Director: Ang Lee 

 

Main characters: Suraj Sharma, Irrfan Khan, Rafe Spall, and Gérard Depardieu 

 

 

Out of Africa 

 

 

Synopsis: Initially set on being a dairy farmer, the aristocratic Karen Blixen travels to 

Africa to join her husband, Bror, who instead spends their money on a coffee 

plantation. After discovering Bror is unfaithful, Karen develops feelings for hunter Denys 
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(Robert Redford), but realizes he prefers a simplistic lifestyle compared to her upper 

class background. The two continue on until a series of events forces Karen to choose 

between her love and personal growth. 

 

Genre: Epic romantic drama film 

 

Year: 1985 

 

Director: Sydney Pollack 

 

Main characters: Robert Redford and Meryl Streep 

 

 

The Blind Side 

 
 

Synopsis: Michael Oher, a homeless black teen, has drifted in and out of the school 

system for years. Then Leigh Anne Tuohy and her husband, Sean, take him in. The 

Tuohys eventually become Michael's legal guardians, transforming both his life and 

theirs. Michael's tremendous size and protective instincts make him a formidable force 

on the gridiron, and with help from his new family and devoted tutor, he realizes his 

potential as a student and football player. 

 

Genre: Biographical sports drama film 

 

Year: 2009 

 

Director: John Lee Hancock 

 

Main characters: Quinton Aaron, Sandra Bullock, and Tim McGraw 
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The Bucket List 

 
 

Synopsis: Billionaire Edward Cole and car mechanic Carter Chambers are complete 

strangers, until fate lands them in the same hospital room. The men find that they have 

two things in common: a need to come to terms with who they are and what they have 

done with their lives, and a desire to complete a list of things they want to see and do 

before they die. Against their doctor's advice, the men leave the hospital and set out on 

the adventure of a lifetime. 

 

Genre: Comedy-drama film  

 

Year: 2007 

 

Director: Rob Reiner 

 

Main characters: Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman 

 

 

The Fault in Our Stars 

 
 

Synopsis: Hazel Grace Lancaster, a 16-year-old cancer patient, meets and falls in love 

with Gus Waters, a similarly afflicted teen from her cancer support group. Hazel feels 

that Gus really understands her. They both share the same acerbic wit and a love of 

books, especially Grace's touchstone, "An Imperial Affliction" by Peter Van Houten. 
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When Gus scores an invitation to meet the reclusive author, he and Hazel embark on 

the adventure of their brief lives. 

 

Genre: Romantic drama film 

 

Year: 2014 

 

Director: Josh Boone 

 

Main characters: Shailene Woodley and Ansel Elgort 

 

 

The Intern 

 
 

Synopsis: Starting a new job can be a difficult challenge, especially if you're already 

retired. Looking to get back into the game, 70-year-old widower Ben Whittaker seizes 

the opportunity to become a senior intern at an online fashion site. Ben soon becomes 

popular with his younger co-workers, including Jules Ostin, the boss and founder of the 

company. Whittaker's charm, wisdom and sense of humor help him develop a special 

bond and growing friendship with Jules. 

 

Genre: Comedy film  

 

Year: 2015 

 

Director: Nancy Meyers 

 

Main characters: Robert De Niro, Anne Hathaway and Rene Russo 
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The Secret Life of Walter Mitty 

 
 

Synopsis: Walter Mitty, an employee at Life magazine, spends day after monotonous 

day developing photos for the publication. To escape the tedium, Walter inhabits a 

world of exciting daydreams in which he is the undeniable hero. Walter fancies a fellow 

employee named Cheryl and would love to date her, but he feels unworthy. However, 

he gets a chance to have a real adventure when Life's new owners send him on a 

mission to obtain the perfect photo for the final print issue. 

 

Genre: Adventure comedy-drama film   

 

Year: 2013 

 

Director: Ben Stiller 

 

Main characters: Ben Stiller, Kristen Wiig, Shirley MacLaine, and Sean Penn 

 

 

The Truman Show 

 
 

Synopsis: He doesn't know it, but everything in Truman Burbank's life is part of a 

massive TV set. Executive producer Christof orchestrates "The Truman Show," a live 

broadcast of Truman's every move captured by hidden cameras. Christof tries to control 

Truman's mind, even removing his true love, Sylvia, from the show and replacing her 
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with Meryl. As Truman gradually discovers the truth, however, he must decide whether 

to act on it. 

 

Genre: Satirical science fiction film 

 

Year: 1998 

 

Director: Peter Weir 

 

Main characters: Jim Carrey, Laura Linney, Ed Harris, Natascha McElhone, and Brian 

Delate 

 

 

Unbreakable 

 
 

Synopsis: A security guard, having been the sole survivor of a high-fatality train crash, 

finds himself at the centre of a mysterious theory that explains his consistent physical 

good fortune. When news of his survival is made public, a man whose own body is 

excessively weak tracks him down in an attempt to explain his unique unbreakable 

nature. 

 

Genre: Superhero thriller film   

 

Year: 2000  

 

Director: M. Night Shyamalan 

 

Main characters: Bruce Willis, Samuel L. Jackson, and Robin Wright 
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Wonder 

 
 

Synopsis: Based on the New York Times bestseller, Wonder tells the incredibly inspiring 

and heartwarming story of August Pullman, a boy with facial differences who enters 

fifth grade, attending a mainstream elementary school for the first time. 

 

Genre: Comedy-drama film 

 

Year: 2017 

 

Director: Stephen Chbosky 

 

Main characters: Julia Roberts, Owen Wilson, Jacob Tremblay, and Daveed Diggs 
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