
 

Creative Writing Workshop 

 

 

 

Playing with Drama 

 

A. Warm up discussion 

Discuss with your partners on what ‘drama’ is. Have you had any experience in drama? 

 

B. What is drama? 

Drama means action, in Greek, it means “to do”. It is produced through action (or we can call it 

a performance). It is a collaboration in production that involves collective reception, i.e. actors 

and the audience.  

 

Drama in literature:  Script 

Drama on stage:  Theatre production 

 

C. Genres of drama 

 Classic Greek 

 Shakespeare 

 Modern and contemporary 

 Comedy/ Tragedy 

 Adaptation 

 

Forms: 

 Opera 

 Musical 

 Dance-drama 

 Western/ Chinese/ Asian 

 

 

 



 

D. Structure of Drama 

The structure of drama is quite similar to writing a short story. Do you still remember this picture? 

 

 

The structure of drama includes: 

 exposition 

 rising action 

 climax 

 falling action 

 resolution 

 protagonist (main role) 

 antagonist (the ‘bad guy’) 

 

But, surely, this is NOT a standard. 

 

E. What is a script? 

• Act 

• Scene  

• Setting  

• Characters 

• Stage directions and lines 

  

 

 
Climax 

Exposition 

Rising Action 

Falling action 

Resolution 



 

Outside the script 

• Staging, props, costumes 

• Action: speech, expression – verbal and non-verbal language 

 

Now, watch the video below, you may have more ideas of a “play”. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-cUTV56Yh0  

 

 

 

Sample of script 

 

(Charley has appeared in the doorway. He is a large man, slow of speech, laconic, immovable. 

In all he says, despite what he says, there is pity, and now, trepidation. He has a robe over 

pyjamas, slippers on his feet. He enters the kitchen.) 

 

Charley:  

Happy: 

Willy: 

Charley: 

Happy: 

Everything all right? 

Yeah, Charley, everything’s… 

What’s the matter?  

I heard some noise. 

Everything is okay, let’s go to bed. Come on. (Charley signals to Happy to go) 

 

 

 

 

As can be seen from the above sample, you can identify the characteristics of writing a script. 

 

F. Acting time 

Before acting, share your ideas with your friends on “how can we express emotion without 

words?” 

  

 Now, act with your friends, can you express the following emotion with your body? Freeze 

motion for 5 seconds. 

 Worried 

 Excited 

 Falling in love 

 Heartbroken 

 Shocked 

 Angry 

 

 

Character 

description 

Setting 

Character names 

Dialogue 
 

Stage directions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-cUTV56Yh0


 

G. Creating your Play 

Imagine a social conflict, and form a group of 4-5 students. Each member shares a story from 

real life, which can be a conflict/ concern, e.g. about Hong Kong society, students’ struggles, 

your job, family, relationship or friendship etc. In your group, choose one set of images for your 

play. Once you have decided on the image, your group has to think of the following aspects: 

 

 How can we add lines to the images? 

 Think about the characters: personalities/ styles (what kind of values/ thoughts do they 

represent?) 

Then, you can start writing a script.  

 

H. Drama performance 

 Perform the play in front of your classmates. Each group has around 15 minutes.  


