
1 

Gratia Christian College 
Reading Club Materials 2019 
 

Reading Club – Teacher’s notes 

 

Name of Book: Animal Farm 

Original Title: Animal Farm: A Fairy Story 

Author: George Orwell 

Major Character List: Napoleon 

Old Major 

Snowball 

Squealer 

 

Genre: Novel 

 

Literary Awards: Hugo Award for Best Novella (1946), Prometheus Hall of 

Fame Award (2011) 

 

Aims: 

 To strengthen students’ different usage of vocabulary, including parts of speech 

and synonyms.  

 To write up a reflection. 

 

Materials: 

 Teacher’s notes 

 Students’ worksheet 
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Step Duration 

(mins) 

Procedure 

1.  10 T asks Ss to read through the overview of the book. 

 

2.  20 T explains the usage of parts of speech as well as  

synonyms. 

 

3.  20 Ss read through the extract and find out the meanings from 

an online dictionary. 

T can share some useful online dictionary with Ss. 

4.  20 T explains the provided adjectives as well as the extract in 

A2.  

5.  25-30 Ss discuss the questions and present the details in front of 

the class. 

6.  20 T shares his/her reflection towards the extract of Old 

Major’s speech. 

Ss share their feelings by writing up a reflection.  
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Answer key 

A1. Read the extract below. Can you identify the part of speech of the bolded words? 

Replace the words in bold with the appropriate synonyms in the box below. 

SYNONYM: 

 abandon emit astronomical 

demoralization accomplishment masterwork cavort 

 

Tired out but proud, the animals walked round and round their masterpiece, which 

appeared even more beautiful in their eyes than when it had been built the first time. 

Moreover, the walls were twice as thick as before. Nothing short of explosives would 

lay them low this time! And when they thought of how they had laboured, what 

discouragements they had overcome, and the enormous difference that would be made 

in their lives when the sails were turning and the dynamos running — when they 

thought of all this, their tiredness forsook them and they gambolled round and round 

the windmill, uttering cries of triumph. 

 

  Part of speech Synonym 

1. masterpiece Noun masterwork 

2. discouragements Noun demoralization 

3. enormous Adjective astronomical 

4. forsook (forsake) Verb abandon 

5. gambolled (gambol) Verb cavort 

6. uttering Verb emit 

7. triumph Noun accomplishment 

A2. Below are the extracts of chapter 2 which are the descriptions of pigs. Can you 

think of some adjectives to describe the characteristics of the pigs? 

The following adjectives may help you to brainstorm your ideas. You may add 

more adjectives to describe them.  

leading, convincing, dictatorial, manipulative, outgoing, bright, sneaky, 

personable, encouraging, supportive, deviant, helpful, strong, courageous, 

powerful, demanding 
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Name of 

the pigs 

Extract of Chapter 2 Characteristics 

Napoleon Napoleon was a large, rather fierce-looking 

Berkshire boar, the only Berkshire on the 

farm, not much of a talker, but with a 

reputation for getting his own way. 

 Dictatorial 

 Demanding 

 Powerful 

 leading 

Snowball Snowball was a more vivacious pig than 

Napoleon, quicker in speech and more 

inventive, but was not considered to have the 

same depth of character. 

 Bright 

 Convincing 

 Subtle 

 courageous 

Squealer The best known among them was a small fat 

pig named Squealer, with very round cheeks, 

twinkling eyes, nimble movements, and a 

shrill voice. He was a brilliant talker, and 

when he was arguing some difficult points, 

he had a way of skipping from side to side 

and whisking his tail which was somehow 

very persuasive. The others said of Squealer 

that he could turn black into white. 

 Manipulative 

 deviant 

 

 

 

 


