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The Bucket List 

 

 

Synopsis: Billionaire Edward Cole and car mechanic Carter Chambers are complete 

strangers, until fate lands them in the same hospital room. The men find that they 

have two things in common: a need to come to terms with who they are and what 

they have done with their lives, and a desire to complete a list of things they want to 

see and do before they die. Against their doctor's advice, the men leave the hospital 

and set out on the adventure of a lifetime. 

 

Genre:    Comedy-drama film  

 

Year:    2007 

 

Director:   Rob Reiner  

 

Main characters:  Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman  
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Worksheet 

 

At 08:00 Carter narrates, 

“that was the first time I laid eyes on Edward Cole, an inauspicious beginning to be 

sure”  

A) In this context, guess the meaning of the word “inauspicious”. 

 

At 13:30,  

B) Does the line “kiss my ass” mean that Edward literally want someone to kiss 

his butt? What does this phrase convey? 

 

At 14:38 Edward asks Carter, 

“how rough is it?”  

Carter replies,  

“chemo? Not too bad if you don’t mind round the clock vomiting, watching your veins 

turn black, and feeling like your bones are made of napalm, it’s a day at the beach.”  

C) He understates Chemo with various metaphors, identify and explain 2. 

 

At 16:00 Edward tells Carter,  

“it’s called kopi luac”  

Carter replies, 

“I know what it’s called, you’ll never catch me drinking that shit”  

D) What do you think the word “shit” denotes in this context? 

 

At 16:35 Carter says,  

“I’m more of an instant coffee man”  

E) What does he mean? That he is made out of instant coffee? 

 

At 19:10 Edward says, 

“My god…somewhere some lucky guy is having a heart attack”? 

F) What do think Edward means when he says this? 

 

At 31:25 Carter is saying, 

“we were supposed to make a list of all the things we wanted to do in our lives before 

we…” when Edward interrupts him with “kicked the bucket”.  

G) What can you take “kicked the bucket” to mean? 
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At 34:40 Edward says, 

“we’re both in the same boat, how’s that for a metaphor?”  

H) What does this metaphor mean? 

 

At 38:44 Edward asks, 

“She hates me…do you hate me?”  

Carter replies, 

“not yet” 

I) What does Carter’s usage of the word “yet” imply? 

 

At 41:00, 

J) What does Carter mean when he says “I hate your rotten guts!”? that 

Edward’s guts are rotting? 

 

At 42:15 in the exchange, 

“you’re gonna be dead in five minutes” “what?” “figure of speech” 

K) What does Edward’s figure of speech mean?  

 

At 43:18 Carter says “hello darling” and Edward asks “you gonna drive it or buy it a 

dress”  

L) What are they treating the car as? 

 

At 1:22:05 the doctor understates 

“well the odds aren’t exactly what we’d like them to be”.  

M) What does he actually mean? 

 

At 1:24:55, 

N) Why is the exchange “you’re shitting me” “cats beat me to it!” funny? 

 

At 1:30:25, 

“I hope that it doesn’t sound selfish of me but, the last months of his life were the 

best months of mine. He saved my life and he knew it before I did” 

 

“I know that when he died. His eyes were closed, and his heart was open” 

 


