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Overview:  

The Hunger Games happened in Panem which is located in North America. The country 

consists of a Capitol city, a prosperous city surrounded by 12 districts. People who live 

in those 12 districts are in abject poverty. The Hunger Games originated from a past 

rebellion against the Capitol which devastated District 13. As a punishment, the cruel 

Capitol held Hunger Games every year as a revenge of the past rebellion. Every year, 

one boy and one girl aged twelve to eighteen from each of the twelve districts were 

selected by lottery to participate in the Hunger Games. Those 24 “participants” were 

called “tributes” in the game. They were forced to fight to the death in the Hunger 

Games, and the only survivor is the winner of the game whose district was awarded 

supplies.  

 

 

The story begins with a girl named Katniss Everdeen (the main character of the book) 

who lived in District 12, which was the poorest city in Panem. Originally, her younger 

sister was selected to be a tribute on behalf of district 12. Once Katniss got the news, 

she immediately volunteered to be one of the tributes of the 74th Hunger Games in place 

of her younger sister. Later, Peeta Mellark and Katniss Everdeen were chosen to be the 

tributes of District 12 in the 74th Hunger Games. 

 

 

During the game, Katniss associated with Rue, a tribute from District 11. Unfortunately, 

Rue was killed in a battle. Katniss showed her provocation towards the Capitol by 

placing flowers around Rue’s body. Almost at the end of the game, Katniss and Peeta 

were the only survivors of the Hunger Games, both of them didn’t want to kill each 

other, so they came out with a solution, i.e. a double suicide. This action forced the 

Capitol to make a concession and agreed to have two winners in the 74th Hunger Games 

in order to save their lives. Sadly, the 74th Hunger Games was the only year having two 

winners.  

  



 

Gratia Christian College 
Reading Club Materials 2019 
 

A. Vocabulary 

A1. The vocabulary below is from Chapter 1. Find out the parts of speech as well as 

the meanings of the following words. 

 

Word Part of Speech Meaning 

(E.g.) reaping Verb to gather or take (a crop, 

harvest, etc.). 

apothecary   

concealed   

entrails   

inciting   

obliterate   

repentance   

scrawny   

scruffy   

televise   

venomous   

verve   

 

A2. Now, read each sentence below. In each blank space, write a word or phrase that 

has the same, or almost the same, meaning as the above words. Use the context to 

help you.  

1. A ___________________ snake was found in Country Park.  

2. Viu TV ___________________ NBA playoff.  

3. Linda was wearing an ___________________ skirt.  
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4. The tall building ____________________ Donald from view. 

5. This dish is makes from the ___________________ of a cow.  

6. Daisy tried to __________________ all memory of her ex-boyfriend.  

7. Lesley looks much too _________________ to be a kickboxer.  

8. His drama is performed with ____________________.  

9. Lisa expressed _____________________ for her actions. 

10. They denied _____________________ the crowd to the Occupy Central 

movement. 

11. You can ask the ____________________ for advice about the drug that would be 

best for you. 

 

B. Learning phrasal verbs through a book 

B1 The following are some phrasal verbs being mentioned in Chapter 1 of The Hunger 

Games. Match the phrasal verbs with the definitions on the right column. 

 

Idioms Definitions 

1. beat down A. to lift and give support to something by 

putting something under it 

2. burst in B. to make someone so worried about doing 

something that they decide not to do it 

3. curl up C. to give all of something 

4. devoted to D. to lie with your legs and arms spread out in 

a relaxed way 

5. flatten off/out E. to enter a room or building suddenly and 

without warning 

6. flood with F. to contain large numbers of animals or 

people 
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7. prop up G. to shine intensely; be very hot 

8. scared off H. to stop rising or falling, and stay at the same 

level 

9. stretch out I. receive so many that cannot deal with them 

10. teem with J. to sit or lie in a position with your arms and 

legs close to your body 

ANSWER: 

1.  _______ 2.  _______ 3.  _______ 4.  _______ 5.  _______ 

6.  _______ 7.  _______ 8.  _______ 9.  _______ 10. _______ 

 

B2 Sentence making 

Pick 5 phrasal verbs from the list and make sentences. 

E.g. beat down 

 The sun beat down on our necks and shoulders all day.  

1. _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

4. _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

5. _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
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C. Writing and discussion time 

 Below is the rule of the Hunger Games: 

  

“The rules of the Hunger Games are simple. In punishment for the uprising, each of 

the twelve districts must provide one girl and one boy, called tributes, to participate. 

The twenty-four tributes will be imprisoned in a vast outdoor arena that could hold 

anything from a burning desert to a frozen wasteland. Over a period of several weeks, 

the competitors must fight to the death. The last tribute standing wins.” 

 (adapted from: http://www.scholastic.com/thehungergames/media/hungergames-chapter1.pdf) 

 

If you are selected to be one of the tributes to join the Hunger Games, and you can 

only bring three of the following items, what would be the top 3 things on your 

list? Write your list below and be prepared to share your reasons with others. 

 

sleeping bag a box of crackers rope 

tarpaulin iPad bow and arrows 

heavy sword hammer a bottle of water 

 

 

TO-BRING LIST 

Items Reason(s) 

1.  

2.  

3.  

 

http://www.scholastic.com/thehungergames/media/hungergames-chapter1.pdf

