
IELTS Reading Practice 2 

Should Girls Ask Boys Out? 

As a young woman, I have lots of friends from school, family, work, and social circles. On 

several occasions, I felt interested in some guys. I had taken time to go dating with them. We 

usually had lunch and then saw a movie. But perhaps they were too shy to ask me out, after 

the first meeting, they did not contact me again, so I have never had a proper date.  

I often hesitate to initiate relationships in fear of being rejected, a sense which may affect my 

self-confidence, lingering on for a long period of time. Besides, there are other reasons 

stopping me to make the first move. Would I appear to be too aggressive or dominant? Even 

worst, would I inadvertently admit that I am desperate and not “chase-able” enough?  Like 

all girls, I want a guy who can maintain a chivalrous code of conduct in front of me: to carry 

my bag, open doors for me, sweep me off my feet, and arrange a romantic night out. If I take 

the lead, any hope of romance is dead because his natural role as masculine leader in the 

relationship is essentially taken up by me. 

In the modern world, women are in control of their careers, personal lives, and passions. We 

choose the kind of lives we want; we work alongside men, making significant progress and 

having conspicuous presence in positions of leadership and power. We are not stereotyped 

as housewives anymore. 

However, there is a fine line regarding gender equality in personal and social situations, 

which is not to be crossed. In courting, this sweet traditional procedure should be followed: 

we should not ask people we like out on dates. It is quite the opposite of being romantic. We 

should hold on to our dignity. It is a common belief among my circle of girlfriends that if the 

guy likes you enough, he will muster up the courage to ask for a date no matter how shy he 

is. Besides there are ways of letting a man know that we like him without having to ask him 

out. 

I am quite sure that I am a pleasant and attractive girl with great personality and manners, 

undoubtedly worthy of pursuit by a right guy. Now, whenever I fall for a handsome young 

man, I give hints to him and flirt a little, then let him do the asking. However, guys I really 

like come and disappear without offering me a date. In a few situations, I get mixed signals 

from guys I like. Sometimes, interpreting the second question mark in his “What’s up??” text 

drives me crazy. Although I know the best way to get a clear answer is to simply ask for a 

date, I refrain myself from taking the step. Gradually, I wonder since when I am the type of 

women who let men do things for me and watch as life happens without me?  

In all aspects of life, some people say that the only way to get what you want is to ask for it. 

You may surely miss 100 percent of shots you never take. This principle applies to dating, 



too. If I passively wait on the sideline, I am limiting myself to a small number of men who 

have the courage to ask me out. 

The norm in guy-and-girl dating needs to be changed, just like the disappearance of 

previous gender norms and division of roles in our society, workplace and family. If you are 

interested in someone, you should ask them out whether you are a guy or a girl. In 

relationships, guys are as clueless as girls. We need to help each other out as everybody, in 

the fear of being rejected, feel the great pressure and burden to initiate a date. 

Think of it like this: dating is a two-way act. When a guy asks me out, he wants to size me 

up to have an initial idea if I am a good fit for him. Similarly when I accept a date, I want to 

check him up. This kind of mutual sizing-up happens on a date. The dynamics do not 

change if girls or guys make the first move. 

To sum up, it is not my intention to make an over-simplified statement that girls should ask 

boys out. However, in a busy city like Hong Kong, girls really don’t need to hesitate. If they 

like someone, they should seize the opportunity to invite him out. No one would blame 

them for initiating a date.  

Questions: 

1.  Based on the passage above, define the following words: 

(A) inadvertently  

(B) desperate  

(C) chivalrous code of conduct  

(D) sweep me off my feet 

(E) conspicuous 

(F) stereotyped 

(G) muster up the courage 

(H) refrain 

(I) guys are as clueless as girls 

 

2. Is there gender equality in the modern world? If so, why do girls hesitate to ask boys 

out? 

3. According to the passage, what is the “sweet traditional procedure” in dating? 

4. Do you think the writer support girls asking boys for a date?  Cite evidence from the 

passage to support your answer.  

 

 

 


