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Main Characters: King George VI (A stammerer, who is seeking for language 

therapy, became the King of Britain after his brother abdicated.) 

 

Lionel Logue (An Australian speech and language therapist) 

 

Queen Elizabeth (Wife of King George VI) 

 

King Edward VIII (King George VI’s brother, abdicated just because 

he wanted to marry an American who had divorced twice.) 
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Plot  

King George VI, who was still Duke of York at that time, suffered from a severe form of 

childhood stuttering and he was forced to speak in public and into the microphones of the 

radio. He felt discouraged with his treatment of stammer. But his wife, Elizabeth, persuaded 

him to see an Australian-born non-medically trained speech defects therapist, Lionel Logue. 

 

Logue insisted that all his patients should address him as a friend and tried to call King George 

VI "Bertie", as he was called by his family. But Bertie was wary of him, so the first session was 

not going well. Logue still asked Bertie to recite Hamlet's "To be or not to be" soliloquy while 

hearing classical music on a pair of headphones and gave him the acetate recording that he 

had made of the reading as a souvenir. That night, Bertie played the recording Lionel gave 

him and is astonished at the lack of stutter there. Therefore he returned for daily treatments 

to overcome the physical and psychological difficulty in his speaking. 

 

After Bertie's father, George V died, his eldest brother David ascended the throne as King 

Edward VIII. But soon a constitutional crisis arose with the new king. Edward, as head of the 

Church of England, could not marry a woman who had divorced twice and both her ex-

husbands were alive.  

 

King Edward decided to abdicate in order to marry.  Bertie then ascended the throne as King 

George VI. As the new king, Bertie was in a crisis when he had to broadcast Britain's 

declaration of war with Nazi Germany. Lionel was summoned to Buckingham Palace to 

prepare the king for his address to Britain and the Empire. With Logue’s guidance, he 

delivered his speech smoothly. 

 

Logue, who received the Royal Victorian Order for service to the Crown, was always present 

when King George VI gave his speeches during the war and they remained friends until the 

King's death from lung cancer in 1952. 

 

 

 

A.  Highlights of the movie 

Answer the following questions after watching the clips. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNldbOKp_S8 
 

1.   Why did Logue say that Bertie's impediment was not a permanent part of him?  
 
2.   Logue made a bet with Bertie. What did they bet on? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNldbOKp_S8
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEUt4aiD018 
 

3.   Bertie’s father made a speech to the public. When was the speech broadcast? 
 
4.   Why did Bertie’s father say that they became actors? 
 
5.   How did Bertie's father evaluate Bertie's brother? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7WJts0gKCRM 
 

6.   What were Bertie and his wife's requirements for the treatment? 
 
7.   What kind of physical exercises did Logue provide to Bertie for his stammer 
      treatment? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DazoNzie3Zo 
 

8.   Mr Baldwin said to Bertie, “...your greatest test is yet to come.” What did that 
mean? 

 
9.   According to the radio broadcast, what was the content of the final note? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYAnINmQTYo 
 

10.   On what charge might Logue receive and why? 
 
11.   Why was Bertie so angry when Logue was sitting on a chair? 

 

 

B. Reflective discussion 

1. In Britain, there are still Kings and Queens. Although they have little power, they still 

have great influence on their citizens. Do you want to have a King and a Queen in 

Hong Kong? Do you think it is good to have the royal family in this city? 

2. If you can be a member of the Royal family, who would you like to be and why? 

3. If you were Bertie who had speech disorder and you had to give many public 

speeches as you were the Duke of York, what would you do?  

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEUt4aiD018
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7WJts0gKCRM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DazoNzie3Zo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYAnINmQTYo
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C.  Listening 

Listen to in King George VI’s World War Speech. Fill in the missing words as you listen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHY2UzOonig 

 

In this grave hour, perhaps ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________ 

___________  ___________  , I send to every household of my peoples, both at home and 

overseas, this message, spoken with the same depth of feeling for each one of you as if I were 

able to ___________ ___________ ___________ and ___________ ___________ 

___________ ___________. 

 

For the second time in the lives of most of us, we are at war. Over and over again, we have 

tried to find a ___________ ___________ out of the differences between  ___________  

___________   ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________  ___________  

___________; but it has been in vain. 

 

We have been forced into a ___________, for we are called, to meet the challenge of a 

principle which, if it were to prevail, would be fatal to any ___________ ___________ in the 

world. Such a principle, stripped of all disguise, is surely the mere primitive doctrine that 

might is right. 

 

For the sake of all that we ourselves hold dear, and of the ___________ ___________ and 

___________, it is unthinkable that we should refuse to meet the challenge. 

 

It is to this high purpose that I now call my people at home, and my peoples across the seas, 

who will make our cause their own. I ask them to ___________  ___________ and 

___________ and ___________ in this time of trial. 

 

The task will be hard.  There may be dark days ahead, and war can no longer be confined to 

the battlefield, but we can only do the right as we see the right, and reverently commit our 

cause to God.  If one and all we keep _____________________ to it, then with God's help, we 

shall prevail.  

 

May He bless and keep us all. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHY2UzOonig
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D.  Writing 

Imagine you are King George VI. Write a thank you letter to your therapist, Lionel Logue, who 

help you to conquer the fear, and accompany you when you are going to have a speech. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


