
IELTS Speaking – Advice for candidates

The IELTS Speaking Test contains three parts, which takes between 11 and 14 minutes. Candidates are
required to talk to an examiner face-to-face.

Part 1 (4-5 minutes)
Each candidate is required to answer general questions from the examiner.

Common topics:
 Home
 Family & friends
 Work
 Study
 Hobbies
 Leisure time
 Internet
 Birthdays
 Childhood
 Sport
 Travel
 Food
 Going out
 Shopping
 Movies/TV
 Transport
 Reading/Newspaper

Examples:
 What is your job?
 Do you like your job?
 What/Where are you studying?
 Why do you choose this area of study?
 Who do you live with?
 What is your neighbourhood like?
 Do you prefer spending time with your family or friends? Why?



 How often do you go online?
 What do you like to do when you go out?
 What is your hobby?
 What is your favourite leisure activity?
 Do you often read the newspaper?
 What is your favourite book?
 Do you like shopping? Have you done any online shopping?
 What is your favourite TV program/movie?
 Do you like the transport system in your country?

Part 2 (3-4 minutes)
Each candidate will be given a topic card and have 1 minute to prepare. The candidate will then present
the topic in 2 minutes’ time.

Examples:
 Describe your hometown.
 Tell me about a book you have recently read.
 Which is your favourite day of the week? Why?
 Describe an interesting hobby.
 Do you know any interesting website? Describe one to me.
 Describe a person you like.
 Describe a language you have learned.
 Tell me a place/city you have recently visited.
 What is your favourite sport? Describe it.
 Do you like watching TV programs/movies? Describe a TV program/movie you have watched

recently.

Part 3 (4-5 minutes)
Each candidate will engage in a discussion with the examiner about more abstract issues.

Discussion topics:
 Is money the most important thing when choosing a job?
 Do you agree that technology has improved our lives?
 Do you prefer to talk to friends or family members about your problems?
 Can you imagine a world without the internet?
 What is your opinion about people posting negative comments about other people on social media?


