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Practice on IELTS Writing: Task 2 (Discursive Writing)     
 
Candidates are expected to write around 250 words. They have to argue for or against 
or give an account of an issue. Then they have to draw a conclusion based on their 
views. Giving examples and evidence to support the arguments will help the candidates 
to gain extra credits. 
 
Here are three pieces of writing. Please read them carefully 

 
 

1.  To what extent do you support pet ownership in Hong Kong? Give reasons 
to justify your answers. 

 
Recently there is a increasing trend in pet ownership. Having pets is believed to be a 
two-sided blade for both the animals and the community. 
 
First, for animals, they surely benefit from the love gained from the owners. There is a 
shelter provided, as well as food, toys and maybe even clothing. They are 
friends, children and treasures to the owner, therefore undoubtedly, they have a 
comfortable life with sufficient resources and health care. However, morally 
speaking, animals are born free, therefore, pet owning may be a violation of nature. 
Pets should not be kept domestic, making them lose the opportunity to run out of the 
cage. Keeping pet may be an encouragement for owners to exploit the rights of animals. 
 
Secondly, as for the community, definitely pet ownership adds colors to people’s life. 
The adorable pets are not harmful to play with during owners’ leisure time. Pets are 
loyal - they will guard, protect and stay with us all the time. This partnership is 
imperative especially for the elderly who may feel lonely when there is no relatives 
around them. There is always flaws in gem, For pet ownership, the hygienic problem is 
inevitable. Excretions form the pets are not easy to deal with, which may easily create 
problem for owners’ home and neighbors nearby. Therefore, the owners need to keep 
their pets disciplined and regulated. 
 
In conclusion, there are advantages and disadvantages in pet ownership, and people 
should think thoroughly when consider owing pets for the good sake of both the animals 
and the community. 
 
 
[Teacher’s comments: The length is appropriate. The writer has written 257 words. 
The errors are highlighted for your reference. Please improve them. Phrases like “There 
are always flaws in gems” are considered to be clichés. They need to be removed.  
The content is relevant. The writer is able to choose good vocabulary to express his 
views. If he can get rid of the errors, he can score 7 in the IELTS examination. 

Mistakes:  It should be “an increasing trend”; “keeping pets…”; “There are no relatives 
around them”; “Excretions from…” and “when considering…”.] 
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___________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. In the technology era, some people feel unhappy. Define happiness. How  
 can people make themselves happy?  
 
We have entered the electronic information age with convenient access to technology. 
However, many people seem no closer to feeling happy in their life. 
 
What makes us happy? We gain happiness when we treasure our life through giving our 
thanks. Frankly speaking, when we make a comparison with others, we understand how 
fortune we are. When surfing in the social media, it is easy to find most popular posts 
are about celebrities revealing their luxurious life.  Photos of walking downstairs from a 
private jet, videos of driving a supercar, clips of expensive leisure life attract nothing but 
your deep desire (admiration). Theses hot posts are spreading all over the media and 
always spark to get your attention. Then you understand you may not be the richest 
one. You feel sad about the dull life. A glimpse of others’ life makes you feel jealous - 
why weren’t I the lucky one? These comparisons lower our self-esteem, at the same 
time we lose our happiness when we no longer treasure our life. 
 
Moreover, there are more transparent news in the electronic information age. News on 
the poverty, crime, political request will create unrest in the society as we start to realize 
there are problems behind the prosperity of the metropolis. When discovering the 
corruption of government officers, people will lose their satisfactory towards the 
government. When knowing the occurrence of crime scenes, people of western 
countries may worry about their personal safety. When facing strong rejection of the 
government concerning a political reformation, we understand we should not stand firm 
and continue our request. Soon people understand they should walk out of the comfort 
zone - stop being too optimistic. Facts are exposed around the Internet which make 
people feel anxious and nervous, as the reality is cruel and sad. Our realization of the 
difference between reality and dream can wipe out our happiness easily, especially 
when the facts are known through nearly all media and the internet. 
 
Although the electronic information age has redefined the convenience of 
technology, the comparison in social media and easy access to truth through news has 
made it harder for us to attain happiness. 
 
 
[Mistakes: “We understand how fortunate we are”; spelling “These hot posts…”; 
“through all kinds of media and the Internet”; and “to achieve/ attain/ gain happiness”] 
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__________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  People moving to new cities/countries face many problems. State the 

problems and suggest ways to overcome them.  
 
Under globalization, there is an increasing trend of people today moving to new cities or 
new countries more than ever before. The change of location allows people to face new 
challenges like culture shock and career problems. As a result, some useful strategies 
are introduced to tackle the problems in this new (endeavour). 
 
Culture shock is one of the biggest challenges people may face. The differences in 
religions, languages, food, lifestyle and hobby separate the localists and new comers. 
For example, the Chinese food is not that popular in the western world. Spaghetti and 
French fries instead of rice is served in (most) restaurants. English is universal 
languages but not commonly used in France and Romania. The diverse culture will 
further worsen if no proper action is taken. Enough preparation like having lessons on 
the new language for basic daily life usage, figuring out locations of supermarket and 
shops for necessaries and  googling the festivals and events of the town. Not only doing 
a research is imperative, but keeping motivation is significant, too. (One should be 
active, not to) be shy to ask the neighbors, as well as join different community activities 
especially when there are invitations (if one wants to integrate in the new community 
quickly). 
 
Career problem is also a common challenge.  Moving to another (city or country) means 
you are quitting your original workplace and finding another job.  As a result, not only 
are there variety (new challenges) in your work environment like colleagues and 
hardware devices, the work style of the department head as well as the way the new 
company operates. Your past working experience may not be (applicable), as a result 
more time and efforts are required (for you to do your job well). Remember, always 
prepare a qualified academic background for your ideal work like university graduation 
certificate and certain working experience. Then you should understand every offers (is) 
valuable as you are in a completely new working environment. Sometimes, you can 
accept the offer that may not be your destination (desired choice), as you may find 
a much better one when you acquire more experience. If there are any difficulties, don’t 
forget to seek help form (from) people with similar experience or social workers, their 
advices may (help you overcome) significantly towards the challenges.  
 
In conclusion, moving to new cities or new countries is never an easy decision. 
Thorough preparation, good qualifications and a positive mindset are the best keys to 
success.  
 
[Teacher’s comments: I like the ideas presented in the above essay. The errors are 
corrected using red colour.  Please study the modified version. For the yellow highlights, 
you have to correct the mistakes yourself.  
 
The suggested corrections are bracketed for your easy reference.]  


