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Name of Movie: I am Sam (2001)

Directed by: Jessie Nelson

Major Characters: Sam Dawson (Single father of Lucy who is mentally
challenged)

Lucy Dawson (Daughter of Sam with intelligence)

Annie Cassell (Agoraphobic neighbour of Sam and Lucy;
takes care of Lucy)

Rita Harrison (Lawyer of Sam and a mother who does not
give enough attention to her son)

Randy Carpenter (A woman who has a complete family and
she tries to adopt Lucy)

Movie Genre: Drama
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Plot

Sam is a mentally-challenged man and the single father of Lucy. Lucy’s mother is a
homeless woman and was pregnant accidentally. She abandoned Lucy after giving
birth to her. Sam receives support from his group of friends who are disabled and kind.
Annie, who is agoraphobic, takes care of Lucy when Sam is not free. Sam tries his
very best to provide a loving place for Lucy. However, Lucy discovers that Sam is
different from others.

Lucy is not the only one who discovers the difference. She is teased for having Sam, a
mentally-challenged father. Lucy grows up and finds that she has surpassed her father
intellectually. It is embarrassing and Lucy is confused about what to do. Sam’s friends
advise him to hire a lawyer since he is in danger of losing custody. Rita becomes his
lawyer, who is preoccupied with her work and neglects her son. To prove that she is
not cold, she decides to take on Sam’s case. When Sam and Rita work together, Sam
unconsciously helps Rita to see her life. Sam repairs the relationship between Rita and
her son. Also, he encourages her to leave her philandering husband.

Lucy stays in a foster home and is taken care of by Randy since Sam cries at the trial.
Lucy tries her best to convince Sam to help her run away and escapes from a foster
family to go back to Sam’s apartment, but Sam returns her every time. After a period
of time, the foster parents decide not to adopt Lucy since they believe Sam is a good
father. Sam invites Randy to help him raise Lucy as he thinks Lucy needs a mother
figure.

In the end, Sam, Lucy, Randy’s family, Sam’s friends, Rita and her son become
friends. They enjoy games and life together.
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A. Highlights of the movie

In the last workshop, we have watched a movie “I am Sam”, and the story is about a
mentally challenged man (refer to the plot). Watch the trailer
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ir6_2EkhzAc) and recall the details. Today, we
would like to go over the same movie and have a debate competition.

A. Debate time

You are going to have a team policy debate in class, before having a debate; we
have to understand its format.

A1. Format of team policy debate

Team policy debate is the oldest and the most popular kind of debate. There are
two sides in the debate. The proposition side is called affirmative and opposition
side is called Negative. Each side has 3 debaters.

The debate consists of eight speeches; the first four speeches are constructive
speeches for debaters to present the most important arguments. And the last four
speeches are rebuttal which means they have to extend their arguments.

Speech Duration

1AC 8 minutes

1NC 8 minutes

2AC 8 minutes

2NC 8 minutes

1NR 4 minutes

1AR 4 minutes

2NR 4 minutes

2AR 4 minutes

(Notes: A = Affirmative; N = Negative; C = Constructive; R = Rebuttal)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ir6_2EkhzAc
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A2. Suggested Debate Format

First Affirmative Speaker

1. Greeting

2. Topic introduction

3. Definition of the topic

4. Introduction of the team members

5. Coverage of each speaker

6. Own argument presentation with supportive evidence

7. A brief summary

First Negative Speaker

1. Greeting

2. Comment on the definition given by the affirmative team

3. Explain why the affirmative’s lines are unacceptable

4. Explain your team line

5. Coverage of each speaker

6. Own argument presentation with supportive evidence

7. A brief summary

Second Affirmative Speaker

1. Attack negative’s case and provide a rebuttal

2. Own argument presentation with supportive evidence

3. A brief summary

Second Negative Speaker

1. Attack affirmative’s case and provide a rebuttal

2. Own argument presentation with supportive evidence

3. A brief summary
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Third Affirmative Speaker

1. Review the case

2. Demonstrate the advantages of the affirmative case

3. Develop ideas which are introduced by the first and second speakers. Don’t
include new ideas.

4. Sum up the affirmative’s case

Third Negative Speaker

1. Review the case

2. Demonstrate the advantages of negative case

3. Dwell on ideas introduced by the first and second speakers. Don’t include
new ideas.

4. Sum up the negative’s case

(Note: This is the last chance for both sides to speak, so they have to organize the
ideas in a better way and never include new ideas)

A3. Preparation for the debate

The debate topic of today is:

“Should Sam (a person who is mentally challenged) have the right to raise a
child?”

1. Divide your class into two sides: one is proposition and the other is
opposition.

2. Think of some ideas with supporting evidence with your members and do
some research on the Internet.

3. Select three students from each side to be the debaters.
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Proposition

Opposition


