
 

Film Appreciation 

 

 

Name of Movie: Crazy Rich Asians (2018) 

Directed by: Jon M. Chu 

Major 

Characters: 

Rachel Chu (a young university Economics professor born in the 

US) 

Nick Young (Rachel’s boyfriend from an affluent Singaporean 

family) 

Eleanor Young (Nick’s mum) 

Astrid Leong (Nick’s cousin) 

Kerry Chu (Rachel’s mum) 

Peik Lin Goh (Rachel’s BFF) 

Colin (Nick’s best friend) 

Araminta (fiancé of Colin)  

 

Movie Genre: 

 

Comedy 



 

Plot 

Nick Young and his girlfriend Rachel Chu, a young Economics professor at New York 

University, travel to Singapore for the wedding of his best friend. Rachel has no clues 

that she is dating the scion of a prestigious and Singapore family until her best friend, 

Peik Lin and her family explain to her what sort of a guy she is dating. At a dinner party 

at Nick's luxurious family estate, Nick introduces Rachel to his mother Eleanor, who 

makes it explicit that Rachel isn’t an ideal partner for her son because of her grassroots 

background.  

Rachel’s background - being a non-traditional and poor girl brought up in America - 

has made her suffer. She is confronted by Nick’s ex-girlfriend at Araminta's 

bachelorette party; and her hotel room is vandalized by jealous females, just to name a 

few. As much as Rachel tries to be respectful and sincere to the seniors of Nick’s family, 

there are a lot of negative gossips about her. Eleanor, Nick’s mother, even tells Rachel 

that she will never measure up.  

At Araminta’s wedding, Eleanor uses the findings from a private investigator to claim 

that Rachel is deceitful because of a family affair that Rachel doesn’t even know. Nick 

is then forbidden to see Rachel for fear of a scandal. Rachel is stunned, depressed and 

drained.  

The last part of the movie sees Rachel meeting Eleanor at the mahjong table, telling 

Eleanor that she has declined Nick's proposal to protect his relationship with his family, 

and reminds Eleanor to thank her when Nick eventually marries someone who is 

compatible with Eleanor’s standard. Rachel and Kerry board a flight back to New York 

City but are interrupted by Nick, who proposes to Rachel with Eleanor's ring, revealing 

her blessing. Rachel accepts, and they stay in Singapore for one more night for an 

engagement party. 

 

A. Highlights of the movie 

Discuss the following questions after watching the clips. 

Watch Clip 1 and answer Question 1.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JotB9DSdwMw 

1. What problem has Eleanor encountered and how did she solve it? 

 

Watch Clip 2 and answer Question 2- 4.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOqpEZ2veK4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JotB9DSdwMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOqpEZ2veK4


 

2. Where do the Goh family get the inspiration of their mansion from? 

3. How typical does the Goh family represent the way a wealthy Asian family live 

their lives? 

4. How does everyone in the Goh family react when Rachel reveals that her boyfriend 

is Nick Young? 

 

Watch Clip 3 and answer Question 5.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwbRs2xHp_I 

5. What messages are brought out behind the glamour? 

 

Watch Clip 4 and answer Question 6-7.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nw9CIHadJ58 (until 3’20”) 

6. What causes the problems between the marriage of Michael and Astrid? 

7. How does Michael behave that makes him ‘not like a man’? 

 

Watch Clip 5 and answer Question 8-10.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wh_oOd5JGpU 

8. What are the different cultural perspectives reflected in Rachel and Eleanor’s 

conversation? 

9. Why does Rachel choose to meet Eleanor at a mahjong parlour? 

10. Compare the two mothers. 

 

Reflective questions 

1. Discuss the different kinds of relationships portrayed in the movie. 

2. Would you rather grow up in a wealthy family, living to the expectation of your 

parents, or in a grassroots family having the autonomy to make your own decisions? 

3. What does the movie tell you about the role of modern women and men, in society 

and in a family, as compared to the traditional ones? 

4. ‘Genuine friendship is rare in a materialistic world.’ To what extent do you agree 

with this claim? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwbRs2xHp_I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nw9CIHadJ58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wh_oOd5JGpU

