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IELTS 

Speaking Practice 

 

The notes below can help potential candidates to prepare for their IELTS examination.  

 

The following topics were collected from various public examinations. Go through the notes 

and practise giving appropriate answers. 

 

Please do not memorise the answers. You need to respond to the questions naturally. Avoid 

telling the examiner something that is not true. 

 

 

Topics about yourself 

 

One Crucial Decision You Have Made Which Has Affected Your Life 

Making a decision is sometimes very difficult. It is not a secret that decisions cannot please 

every party for whom the decision is made for. Anyhow, in most cases, everybody should 

make up his mind and decide what he intends to do although there are many contradictory 

considerations which are present. 

That happened to me, too. About 10 years ago, I dated a very beautiful girl, the most beautiful 

girl in town. We liked each other a lot. Every day I went to see her in her modest house, and 

sometimes took her out riding my old motorcycle. Once in a while, we went to watch movies 

or to dine out at a not very expensive food-stall on the road side. It sold very delicious food 

with a special local taste, which we both craved for. The owner was also the cook. He cooked 

very well and very fast. From the way he cooked, we could tell that he was a very skillful and 

talented cook. He was very kind and generous, too. Sometimes when I didn’t have enough 

money, the owner asked me how much I had and just took the amount, although it was only 

half the price or even less. 

The girlfriend, Hana, lived with her parents and her only elder brother. Despite her beauty, 

people in my small town didn’t like her because of her bad manners. She was very arrogant 

and spoke rudely even to the elderly people. The town we lived in was so small that 
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everybody knew each other very well. My parents also knew her with all her bad behaviour. 

So, one day, my father told me to stop seeing her and to cut the relationship, or else he 

wouldn’t treat me as his son anymore. He had given me the ultimatum. 

That’s why as a son with a very good discipline, educated by a strict father, I had a very high 

sense of filial piety and obedience. Consequently, I decided to break the relationship. When I 

told Hana about my intention, of course, she was very furious, scolding me with all sorts of 

bad language. But I was determined and didn’t change my mind. 

Nothing happened until one day a year later, my maternal uncle asked me to accompany him 

to a horse race field. My uncle had a lot of friends, and I met many of them there. One of 

them, upon seeing me, asked whether I was married or not, and my uncle explained that I just 

broke up with my girlfriend. He then told my uncle that he had a daughter about two years 

younger than me, and planned to introduce her to me. 

Briefly speaking, the next day, my uncle took me to his house to meet the girl. I was very 

nervous when I saw her the first time. We shook hands and she said that my hands were very 

cold. I didn’t know what to say. My tongue seemed to have stuck tightly to the palate. It was 

very embarrassing for me. 

After that, we began seeing each other very often and the seeds of love grew fast in our 

hearts. Later we got married and have lived happily ever since with two cute children. 

I know that this is the crucial decision I made that has affected my life. 

 

 

Tips from the teacher:  

 

Use concrete examples based on personal experience to illustrate your points. If you need to 

speak for 2 minutes, include at least “three main points.” You can also turn these speaking 

topics into writing practice. Adopt the 3-paragraph structure. Start with an introduction, give 

details in the body and then draw a conclusion.                                                               
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 What do you do in your leisure time?         

Usually we are very happy when we have holidays, because during the holidays, we can 

spend more time with our loved ones or with other members of our family. Frequently, 

we just ignore them since the time we have won’t allow us to be together with them. 

Every morning, we have to rush to work and often won’t be back home until late at night. 

So, when holidays come, we will have leisure time; we won’t be chased by our busy 

routines anymore. We can do things we like freely like reading, watching TV, going to 

the cinema, cooking gardening, or simply just visiting friends. But, for me, when I have 

leisure time, I like to go fishing in the sea with some friends. We usually rent a boat for 

the whole day and then go to a deeper part of the sea where we think there will be many 

fish. Arriving there, we will throw the hook which has already had worms as the bait. 

Fishing trains our patience, sometimes, we can catch the fish very easily, but when we 

are unlucky, we can only get one or two fish to take home. Returning home, of course, 

we will feel very exhausted, followed by many mixed feelings like satisfied, proud or 

sometimes feeling very happy as well. 

 

 Which part of your city do you like most? Why?    

Indonesia is a very big country consisting of many islands, around 17,000 big and small 

islands. The islands spread from the western hemisphere, the city of Sabang to the most 

eastern part, the city of Merauke on Papua island. 

 

 

I live on an island, which is not too big, situated in the eastern part of Java Island called 

Flores. This island is very beautiful, that is why when the Portuguese first arrived they 

immediately named it Flores, which means flowers. It has many iconic scenery and 
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cultures, too. I live in the western part of Flores, which lies very near the Komodo 

Island. Komodo island is the place I like to visit the most because it is very near from 

the place where I live. It takes us only half an hour by boat to arrive there .We can see a 

unique animal—a giant lizard, usually also called Komodo, which is as big as a 

crocodile.  This is the only place in the world where you can see Komodo (the giant 

lizards). Besides lizards, you can enjoy the beautiful beach with pink sands, and enjoy 

the cooling beach breeze. 

 

 Where do you usually go with your friends? 

 

There are many beautiful places where I usually spend time with my friends. Besides the 

football field where we usually play soccer in the afternoon after school, I also like to go 

to the river to take a bath while playing with my friends. When we return home from the 

river, we always have to bring water filled in a bamboo, as much as three sections of 

bamboo, or in pails. This is so much fun because sometimes the path we walk in is very 

slippery due to the rain. That’s why very often we fall to the ground. Sometimes the 

water we bring especially in the pails also spills over, and therefore we have to go back 

to the river to take more water. This causes us to arrive home very late, which makes my 

mother very angry. Yet we still feel very amused. 

But the place I like very much to go with my friends is the hill near my house. I 

frequently go hiking with my friends up the hill. On the way up, we can smell the odour 

of the leaves, and inhale the fresh air. We’re not afraid of being hungry here because 

everywhere we could find fruits. We just have to climb up the tree and pick some ripe 

fruits and eat them happily. Besides that, we enjoy shooting birds using catapults. If we 

hit the birds, we will roast them up the hill and eat them together. When we arrive at the 

peak of the hill, we usually spend some time sitting there, enjoying the mountain breeze 

which is very cold. We have a lot of fun playing, running and chasing each other until 

we’re exhausted. Then we all go home. 

  



5 

 

Practice speaking 

Read the topics below. Choose one which is of interest to you. Jot down some main points in 

two minutes. Try to explain the details by using some personal exampes. You can also record 

your speech. You can speak for 2 to 3 minutes. 

 

1. What do you miss most when you are away from home?  

2. When you go to a restaurant or café, which features would you pay attention to? 

Why?  

3. Which is your favourite room in your house? 

4. Describe a place you want to visit most. 

5. A memorial activity you have joined.  

6. An important life skill for you since you were a teenager. 

7. Characteristics of a good teacher or the qualities of a person you respect. 

8. Describe a person who has had a lot of influence on you. 

9. Qualities of a great leader.  

10. Your dream job. What is your career goal? Why do you want to take up such a job? 

11. Describe a challenging experience and how you have overcome it.  

12. What will you do to relax yourself in your leisure time? 

13. Describe an interesting book you have read or a film you have seen recently. 

14. Give details of the most efficient transportation means in your country. How does it 

affect your life?  

15. Describe one of the most important inventions in the last 100 years.  

16. Describe an object which is very important to you.  
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A sample speech (around 2 minutes) 

 

Topic 1：Choose a place you like and explain why you like it 

Answer：Well, the place I enjoy the most is a small town located in central Java, Indonesia. I 

like this small town because it has a very charming and a gorgeous historic ancient 

heritage -- a huge Buddhist temple called Borobudur. Borobudur, built in the 9th 

century, is hailed as one of The Seven Wonders of the World. It will take around 

two hours to drive from the city of Yogyakarta there.  

You can find many sculptures carved beautifully all around the temple. The 

wonderful statues and sculptures represent the Buddhist teachings. When the 

Buddhists want to celebrate their religious rituals, they will use this temple as their 

gathering point. 

Besides, you can also buy souvenirs like wooden carvings, silver handicraft, batik 

cloth, batik shirts and dresses etc. There are many food stalls selling special local 

culinary dishes from that area at a very reasonable price. Though I am not a 

Buddhist disciple, I enjoy visiting the temple. The quiet environment and the 

artistic sculptures attract me. I highly recommend it to those who have never been 

to Java to see the historic temple.  

 

 

Topic 2: Choose an important event/ a favourite activity and give reasons explaining 

why this event is important/ why this activity is your favourite. 

Answer: Well, one very important event in my life/my favourite activity is a little trip to 

Singapore. Singapore is a very clean city with a very high security guarantee public 

transportation. I like this trip so much especially when we visited a famous shop 

there. The shop sells many charming things and also souvenirs. The prices of the 

goods are reasonably cheap with good quality. 

 

Of course, I like this little trip to Singapore because there are many great Chinese 

restaurants. They offer the best seafood in the world like crabs, shrimps and fish like 

tuna or salmon. Most importantly, I have benefited a lot from this trip because I 
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made friends with some gorgeous local girls. One of them even gave me a little 

watch as a token of our friendship.  

 

 

Expansion 

1. Describe one object that is of special value to you and explain why it is of special value to 

you. Please include specific examples and details in your explanation. 

 

2. Choose a teacher you like and explain why you like him or her. Include specific details in 

your statement. 

 

3. Everyone has a goal to fulfil. What’s your goal and explain why you want to fulfil this 

goal. Please include specific examples and details in your explanation. 

 

 

Suggested answers： 

1. Well, the object of special value to me is a little watch given to me by a Singaporean 

girl as a token of our friendship. It was designed for women. It has a very special 

meaning to me because it always reminds me of those days I spent in a beautiful 

shop in Singapore. My watch is deep blue, as blue as the charming ocean view on 

the beach. You know how romantic it can ever be, wearing this watch especially 

when we take a walk to see the view of sunset. 

 

The most memorable moment was when I made friends with some gorgeous 

Singaporean girls. One of them gave me this little watch as a gift. I cherish the watch 

just as much as we cherish our friendship. 

 

2. Well, the teacher I admire so much is a gorgeous Chinese lady. She was from a 

beautiful small town in China, located by the mountain. She has very charming black 

eyes, as black as coal. I admire her so much because she is not only teaching me in 

school, but also is able to knit a good friendship tie outside the classroom. Last 

summer, she invited me to travel to her home town. You know how romantic it could 
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be going hiking early in the morning, when the sun is rising, and the mountain fresh 

breeze is blowing and the birds are singing. 

Also, she brought me to some restaurants offering the best dishes such as beef, pork 

and other fresh veggies.   

 

3. Ever since I was a kid, I had a dream to travel to Switzerland. My parents told me 

that there is a little town located by the lake.  The lake has a very good view, and its 

water is very clean and clear too. They told me the sky there is so blue and the lake 

is always full of sunshine. You can go fishing too, as there are a lot of fish in the 

lake. 

 

After fishing, we can take our catch to the shop there and ask the shopkeeper to cook 

the fish. He will cook according to our taste, fried, or grilled or just cook with  

some soup. 

 


