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IELTS Writing Task 2:  

 

Read the following sample writing. Do you agree with the teacher’s comments? 

 

Title:  Some people think that a sense of competition in children should be encouraged.   

  Others believe that children who are taught to cooperate rather than compete  

  become more useful adults. Discuss both of these views and give your own  

  opinion. 

 

 

Some parents strongly believe that building up a strong sense of competition in children 

fosters higher achievements in all aspects of children’s development, yet critics argue that 

notwithstanding the higher value of pursuing achievements in a competitive world, some 

children may not benefit significantly from competition. In fact, it is common to see children 

experience learning growth upon exposure to a co-operative environment in which solidarity, 

friendship and fair play are valued. While both arguments have advantages, ultimately it 

depends on the way how parents instilling values of competition, achievement and 

cooperation into their children. 

 

Indubitably (Undoubtedly / Evidently), children improve themselves to perform better in 

academic subjects, sports and music competition. Children compete with one another to 

identify where they should make further improvement under supervision, and in the process 

they acquire all the virtues , patience, discipline, self-control, forethought, virility, beauty and 

health of mind provided that parents have offered them proper guidance.  

 

In contrast with supporters of competition, some advocates who consider giving children 

ample time to develop naturally challenge the oppressive anxiety created by keen competition 

which, unfortunately, put winning before enjoyment and mental wellness. Consequently, 

fostering children genuine academic and interest curiosity failure. Instead, supporters of 

cooperation believe that children could learn ideas of sporting through cooperation which 

value solidarity, friendship, sincere appreciation of one another. The team spirit helps to 

bolster friendship between members in the group. The cooperation process helps to boost up 

their excellence in team spirit, school pride or organisation pride instead of personal 

achievements, fame and self-centeredness. 
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In sum, the spirit of cooperation promotes the process of coordination and a more peaceful 

mind in children whereas the spirit of competition can foster all the good virtues in children 

provided that appropriate guidance is given by their parents and teachers.     

                              

(301 words) 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s comments: This is a well-structured essay. The writer can use a variety of 

sentence structures and vocabulary to discuss the issue. However, he/she has some 

careless mistakes. Paragraph 1:  It should be “instill” not “instilling” as it is a finite verb.  

The word “Indutitably” is a bit old-fashioned. “Undoubtedly or Evidently” sounds better 

here. Lastly the underlined sentence in the 3rd paragraph has no verb.  


