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Dead Poets Society

Synopsis: A new English teacher, John Keating, is introduced to an all-boys

preparatory school that is known for its ancient traditions and high standards. He

uses unorthodox methods to reach out to his students, who face enormous

pressures from their parents and the school. With Keating's help, students Neil Perry,

Todd Anderson and others learn to break out of their shells, pursue their dreams and

seize the day.

Genre: Drama film

Year: 1989

Director: Peter Weir

Main characters: Robin Williams, Robert Sean Leonard, and Ethan Hawke
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Worksheet

The movie starts with the opening ceremony for a school term,

“One hundred years ago in 1859, 31 boys sat in this room and were asked the same

question that now greets you…”

In this line, a question has been personified, as questions do not greet as people do.

A) Please personify the following:

1. Text books

2. The wind

3. The sun

“The light of knowledge” is an excellent use of metaphor.

B) How is knowledge similar to light?

C) Suggest one additional metaphor that is suitable for describing knowledge.

At 07:45 a boy says to his father,

“Father, I thought you’d gone”

D) Do you find his language casual or formal?

E) What does this suggest about the relationship they have?

At 11:00, the trigonometry teacher tells his class,

“Any one failing to turn in any homework assignment will be penalized one point of

their final grade, let me urge you now not to test me on this one.”

F) How does he deliver this line?

G) How might you expect a teacher in the Hong Kong secondary school context

to deliver it?

H) Why might there be a difference?

At 13:30, Mr. Keating says,

“Mr Pitts, that’s a rather unfortunate name.”

I) Why is this name unfortunate?

At 14:40, Mr. Keating tells his class,

“because we are food for worms, lads.”

J) What does this mean?

K) How does this match with the sentiment of “carpe diem”?
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At 26:00,

“That the powerful play goes on and you may contribute a verse.”

L) What is the meaning of this line?

M) What are the metaphors “the powerful play” and “a verse” for?

At 44:35, Mr. Keating says to Todd,

“Mr. Anderson, don’t think for one second that I don’t know that this assignment

scares the hell out of you, you mole.”

N) Why does he call Todd Anderson a ‘mole’ at this point?

At 56:50, “a sweaty toothed madman” imagery in poetry (and the poem that

follows),

“I close my eyes and his image floats beside me.

A sweaty-toothed madman with a stare that pounds my brain.

His hands reach out and choke me.

And all the time he’s mumbling, mumbling truth, like a blanket that always leaves

your feet cold.

You push it, stretch it, it’ll never be enough.

You kick at it, beat it, it’ll never cover any of us.

From the moment we enter crying, the moment we leave dying,

It’ll just cover your face as you wail and cry and scream.”

O) What is the poem about? Please sum up the main points.

At 1:05:05, Mr. Keating Mockingly delivers the line,

“even though the herd may go, that’s bhha’d”

P) What word is he saying? What animal is he mimicking?

Q) Why has he spoken in this manner and what message does it send?

At 1:33:00, Chris says to Charlie,

“you are so infuriating”

R) What is the definition of infuriating?

S) What did Chris mean in that context?


