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IELTS Writing Workshop 
 

International English Language Testing System (IELTS) 
This workshop prepares students for the writing test in the IELTS through an 

introduction to the test format, requirements, types of task and assessment criteria. 

Students will have a chance to enhance their awareness of ways to improve writing 

skills through exercises, practice and evaluation of sample questions and answers.  

 

 

IELTS Scores 
• Descriptive statements for Band Score 

• Scale of 1 (Non-user) to 9 (Expert user) 

 

Average score for local university students: 

Band 6 ~ Competent User 

- Has generally effective command of the language despite inaccuracies, 

inappropriateness and misunderstandings.  

- Can use and understand fairly complex language, particularly in familiar situations. 

 

Band 7 ~ Good User 

- Has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies, 

inappropriateness and misunderstandings in some situations.  

- Generally handles complex language well and understands detailed reasoning. 

 

Test Format 

Two writing tasks (400 words / one hour) 

• Task 1 (150 words) 

- Suggested time: approximately 20 minutes 

• Task 2 (250 words) 

- Suggested time: approximately 30 minutes 
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Writing Tasks 
Task 1 (150 words) 

•Interpret graphs, charts, tables and graphic / pictorial information 

 

Skills required: 

 Comprehension 

 Selection of significant information/data 

 Writing out the ideas in your own words 

 Organization of information / data 

 Comparing and contrasting 

 Describing event/ process /trends 

 Explaining the details 

 

Task 2 (250 words) 

In response to a given point of view, problem or argument, you have to: 

1) present and justify an opinion; or 

2) compare and contrast evidence and opinions; or 

3) present a solution to the problem; or 

4) evaluate and challenge ideas, evidence or arguments. 

 

Tips for Task 2: 

•  Draft a detailed outline to note down all the key points. 

•   Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience to write the essay. Support your 

 arguments with examples and relevant evidence. 

• Your essay should have three paragraphs: introduction, body and conclusion. 

•   Use linking words to make your writing more coherent. Pay special attention to 

 the consistent use of tenses. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

The materials are developed for enhancing students’ writing skills.  Supported by QESS. 

 

3 

Assessment Criteria  
Organization of information: 

 Selection of important and relevant information / points 

 Good paragraphing / unity in paragraph 

 Sentence variety (Subject+Verb+ Complement = simple sentence); compound 

sentences (2 verbs) + complex sentences (3 or more verbs) 

 Use of linking words to make the essay more coherent  

 Good choice of appropriate vocabulary  

 

Accuracy in writing mechanics: 

 Format 

 Grammar 

 Tone and style  

 

Sample topic 

 

Do you agree that there is nothing that the young people can teach the older 

people? 

 

Introduction: 

In my opinion, there are definitely numerous things that older people can learn from 

the younger generation. 

 

Body (1st paragraph): 

In most cases, the young learn from the old who are more experienced and mature. 

However, it doesn’t mean that in all cases the young know less than the old. Rather, 

young people tend to be exposed to new information and they may be more  

innovative and creative than older people. When it comes to new knowledge, e.g. 

information technology, it proves that young people can teach the older people new 

skills and techniques. 

 

Body (2nd paragraph): 

On top of that, the older group can learn some qualities from the young as  

well. As the younger generation tends to be more enthusiastic and more  

energetic, older people will benefit from patterning after their positive attitudes  

towards life. 

 

Body (3rd paragraph): 

In fact, the process of learning and teaching is not expected to be affected by one’s 

age, experience or anything else. Personally, I prefer what Confucius said, “Among 

any three people walking, I will find something to learn for sure”. That is, most of the 
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time, we can learn from people around us regardless of their backgrounds, as long as 

they know something we don’t know or they own some virtues that we don’t have. 

And what we need to keep in mind is that we are never too modest to ask others to  

teach us something.  

 

Conclusion: 

To conclude, there is no doubt that there is something that young people can teach 

older people. 

 

 

 
 

Task 2 Question (Topic 1) 
 

Many people keep dogs and cats as companions. Discuss the advantages and 

disadvantages of pet ownership for the animals involved and for the community as 

a whole. 

 

a) Describe the general phenomenon that in Hong Kong quite a lot of people like to 

keep pets.  

b) Advantages: keeping them company; cultivating love among children, etc.  

c) Then elaborate on the disadvantages: hygiene problems; space; people 

abandoning pets in the street. Effects on the community.  

d) Draw a conclusion. 

 

Task 2 Question (Topic 2) 
 

We live today in an electronic information age. It is easier to be connected by 

technology yet many people seem no closer to feeling happy in their lives. Discuss. 

 

a) You may start by giving a general introduction of the present-day technology; 

 how easy it is for people to contact one another.  

b) Talk about the advantages; then the alienation and the impersonal feelings of 

 people. 

c) Conclude by defining what happiness is. 
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Task 2 Question (Topic 3) 
 

People today move to new cities or new countries more than ever before. What 

challenges do they experience? What strategies are there to meet these 

challenges? 

 

a) State the main reasons why people move to new cities or new countries: for 

jobs; for a better living environment; for convenience as there are good 

transportation networks; for staying closer to family or friends; etc. 

 

b) Challenges they face include: establishing themselves in a new environment; 

getting familiar with a new culture; making new friends; missing their family back 

in their hometowns; etc. 

 

c) Strategies to meet these challenges: going to local social centres / interest 

groups to get to know more people; maintaining contact with family members 

back at their home towns through regular video calls / phone calls; getting to 

know one’s neighbours through social activities; etc. 

 

d) Conclude that it is both challenging and satisfying to live in a new place if one can 

handle the challenges well. 

 

 

- End - 


